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small houses, of wood or stone, but, except in a few cases, there
is no furniture, and the inhabitants continue to sleep on the
floor, in company with hens, which freely run in and out (fig. 27}.
There seems no desire to improve their condition; " Kanakas no
like work, Kanakas like sit in house," was the ingenuous reply
given by one of them, when my husband pointed out the good
results which would accrue from planting some trees in village
territory.
Perhaps the greatest barrier to native progress lies in the
absence of security of property;- they steal freely from one
another, as well as from white men, so that all individual effort
is rendered nugatory. At the same time they are curiously
lacking in pugnacity, and if detected in theft quietly desist or
return the property: as a typical instance our cook once met a
man wearing one of his, Bailey's, ties; he looked steadily at him,
the man's hand went up, he took off the tie and handed it back.
Their own native organisation was peculiarly lax, no kind of
justice being administered, and they have never had for any
duration the civilising effect of religious instruction or civil
power. The missionaries were replaced by a native lay reader;
there is a large church where services are regularly held, which
form important functions for the display of best clothes, but it
is difficult to say how much they convey to the worshippers.
The older ones, at any rate, have two names, both a native and
Christian appellation. . Mr. Edmunds had, on our arrival, the
status of a Chilean official, and was both just and kind in his
dealings, but he had no means of enforcing order; the two police-
men who had been at one time on the island had been withdrawn
owing to their own bad conduct. The marvel is not that the
Kanakas are troublesome, but that they are as good as they are.
We had heard in Chile rumours of native unrest, owing to the
action of a white man, who had been for a short while on the
island, and who had done his best to undermine the authority
.of the Manager. We had before long unpleasant evident^ ifeit
they were out of hand. The wool-shed, which contained ^ur
JBixmtely calculated stores, was broken into, and a quantity of
things stolen, the most lamented being three-fourths of the stock
of soap; no redress or punishment was possible. On June 3oth,
while we were stfll at the Manager's, a curiotts development
began whicl* turned the history of the next five weeks into $.,

